NIAGARA COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MASTER COURSE SYLLABUS

SPA 203 Intermediate Spanish I

I.  Basic Course Information
A.  Date
 Approved:  February 1979.  Revised:  January 1983, June 1989,  December 1992, December 1995, September 2005, May 2011. SLOs Revised: January 2012.
B.  Division



 Humanities

C.  Course Prefix, Number and Title
 SPA 203 Intermediate Spanish I

D.  Semester Credit Hours

  3 credit hours
E.  Weekly contact hours


 3 lecture hours per week
F.  Prerequisites



 SPA 102 or permission of the instructor
G.  Textbook



Blanco, Jose.  Facetas.  2nd ed., Vista






Higher Learning, Boston, MA 2008.

H. Meets the following Elective 

  
          Category(ies)



Humanities, Liberal Arts, Language 

I   Meets SUNY GER knowledge

Foreign Language (FL)

And skills area(s)

At the completion of this course, the following SUNY General Education student learning outcomes will be met. The student will: 

· Demonstrate basic proficiency in the understanding and use of a foreign language.  

· Knowledge of the distinctive features of culture(s) associated with the language they are studying.

II.  Course Description

SPA 203 focuses on the development of audiolingual skills and the review of Spanish grammar. The course serves also as a reinforcement of reading skills through selected prose. (Usually offered Fall semester).
III.  Course Organization/Methods of Evaluation
A.  Course Organization

Each class period will include:

1.  A presentation of new material and a review of previously studied structures which will normally include new vocabulary and a grammatical concept. Students practice pronunciation of new material in choral repetition. Individual language production is then emphasized.

2.  Comprehension exercises from the text along with instructor generated examples are performed individually during class. The instructor will make corrections when necessary Written or oral assigned homework for each session will be reviewed in class and then turned in for feedback from the instructor.

3.  Whenever appropriate a discussion of culture will be presented, especially as it impacts the theme of the lesson

B.  Methods of Evaluation

Evaluation of student progress will be accomplished according to college and SUNY GEN ED requirements. Normally the evaluation process will include the results of weekly oral quizzes which demonstrate the students’ ability to handle the language structure in oral responses to prepared and spontaneous questions. There are at least three hourly exams which test the students’ ability to write the language and to read short stories by noted Hispanic authors that reflect the grammar and vocabulary covered in class and on the homework. In addition, the instructor will include questions on the cultural elements presented in class. A final comprehensive exam will be given to affirm student retention of the building blocks of the language.

IV. Student Learning Outcomes
Students will:
A.  Practice effective communication skills in Spanish through their ability to listen, read, write and speak clearly.

B.  Speak and understand interrogatives and declarative sentences in the present, preterite and imperfect tenses..

C.  Read and understand select short stories by practicing with reading comprehension exercises presented in the text and other assigned materials.

D.  Develop an appreciation for the culture of Hispanic peoples through class videos, realia, websites and current magazine and newspaper articles.

V.  Course Outline
A.  General review of nouns, articles and adjectives and their concordance with class and homework exercises to reinforce them..

B.  A review of the present tense and radical changing verbs reinforced by the select short story.

C.  Further contrast of the verbs SER and ESTAR.

D.  Use of the present progressive and its limitations especially in contrast to its use in English.

E.  Review of the indirect and direct object pronouns and the verb GUSTAR and like verbs.

F.  Review of the reflexive verbs and unique idiomatic usage.

G.  The preterite tense and its uses. Reading of select short stories illustrating its usage.

H.  Irregular verbs in the preterite

I.  The imperfect tense and contrast with the preterite

J.  Formation of adverbs and clauses.
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